





Moving to Midtown
By Susan Thompson

“You are moving where...into
what?” “But you work in
Glendale?” “Where will you
buy groceries?”

These were some of the

many questions | had to

answer when | announced

that my husband Brien and |

had purchased a 960 square

foot home built eighty years
ago in midtown Phoenix. To true “burb-ites” it is hard to
fathom leaving the urban sprawl with its easy access to big
box stores and constant chain food fare. It can be daunting
for someone unfamiliar to navigate one-way streets.

Twenty-two years ago, after college, “midtown” lured me for
this simple reason: the neighborhoods had mature trees
and homes with porches surrounded by high-rises. | longed
to be anywhere other than the desert; to be surrounded by
greenscapes and neighborhoods where everyone knew
your name. But | didn’t have the courage and settled in safe
Peoria. Yet, my heart yearned for more.

A decade plus later, | had learned to love the Arizona
landscape, the powerful seasonal quality of desert blooms
and the richness of green found in succulents and Palo
Verdes. In addition, | entrenched myself in the valley’s
theatre community and the sports season ticket holders. |
had an affair. My Florist drew me away from the safety of
Olive Garden and Applebee’s. A colleague lived in Ashland
Place. His little Spanish bungalow wooed me; his
painstakingly designed desert yard rivaled the Desert
Botanical Garden. | could only covet...a sin, yes, but a sin
filled with sincere love and admiration.

The experience with his home put me over the top. |
became obsessed with finding a home in midtown. Thirty
homes in forty days, none of them plausible. Then, as if
Cecil B. Demille was writing the script, my colleague offered
his home to me to purchase before he listed it on the
market. He was moving out of state and wanted his passion
to be with someone he knew would love it. The home, the
neighborhood, and the lifestyle of culture, cuisine and
community | had longed for had just landed at my feet.
Amazing how life-changes pop up when you least expect
them.

Moving to Midtown had been the best choice | have ever
made and getting to serve MMDNA solidifies all | ever
wanted those twenty two years ago: to be on my porch
where we all know each other’s name.

Phoenix Urban Life
By Yvette Beaulieu-Kreutzberg and Kipp Kreutzberg

We met in 1984,

studying international

business in Geneva,

Switzerland. The Hotel

Beau Site was our

makeshift dorm, with

its old fashioned cage

elevator. Out the front

door, the Number 12

trolley rattled and rang

all the way from

Carouge. Just around

the corner was the Grand Opera House, where we went on
our first date, on January 23, 1984. Luciano Pavarotti was the
lead tenor in the Masked Ball.

Thirty years later, we find ourselves living in midtown Phoenix
at the Chateau on Central, a brownstone development at the
corner of Palm Lane and Central Avenue, where the old world
charm meets new world luxury and comfort. The light rail runs
quietly past our front door, a great way to get to and from the
airport for our itinerant work lives. Within a block are the
Phoenix Art Museum, live theatre and Native American
history at the Heard Museum. In 2013, the Arizona Opera will
open its new rehearsal hall. We chose living at the Chateau
because of its proximity to Brophy, where our fourth child is
just starting his freshman year.

With a blended family of five kids, the Chateau provides the
space and versatility to host our entire brood. The vertical
living space, with its vaulted ceilings, is thoughtfully designed
across five floors. With two portico porches and a roof
terrace, there is ample room to entertain. An indoor elevator
conveniently supplements stairs, particularly when groceries
are loaded in. We walk to church and to great restaurants.
The Saturday Farmers’ Market is a short bike ride away.
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More Scenes of Z./\//ng in MidZoewon...



Councilman Michael Nowakowski at a Midtown Museum District Association meeting.
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COMMUNITYCALENDAR

Arts & Culture

Arizona Humanities Council

602-257-0335 www.azhumanities.org

11/3 Arizona Humanities Festival: American Jukebox
at Civic Space Park 10:00-4:00

Programs and events nearby and around the state

Arizona Opera at Symphony Hall
602-266-7464 www.azopera.org
10/12-14 Lucia di Lammermoor
11/16-18 Romeo et Juliette

Arizona Theatre Company at the Herberger
602-256-6995 www.arizonatheatre.org
10/11-28 Next to Normal

11/15-12/2 Lombardi

Black Theater Troupe at Playhouse in the Park
602-254-2151 www.blacktheatretroupe.org
10/12-21 Two Trains Running

12/7-16 Such a Time As This

Burton Barr Public Library - 1221 N Central Ave
602-534-5208 www.plfriends.org

602-262-4636 www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org

10/22-11/3 Stories of Our Lives exhibit

10/27 10:00-2:00 Free Family Literacy Festival in Hance Park
10/27-28 Book sale at Friends Warehouse 1330 N 29th Dr

Cutler-Plotkin Jewish Heritage Center - 122 E Culver
602-241-7870 www.azjhs.org

10/21 2:00 Front Row Center: Broadway Show Tunes
Geneology classes, films and book discussions

George Washington Carver Museum - 415 E Grant St

602-254-7516 www.gcwmuseumculturalcenter.org
til 12/7 Environmental Memories of South Central Phoenix

Great AZ Puppet Theater - 302 W Latham
602-262-2050 www.azpuppets.org
10/3-31 Little Bunny's Halloween

10/5-6 Adult Puppet Slam

11/1-11 The Little Red Hen

11/13-18 Imagine This

11/21-12/2 The Little Red Hen

12/5-23 The Leprechaun and the Reindeer
12/26-1/13 Cinderella

Heard Museum - 2301 N Central Ave

602-252-8840 www.heard.org

11/14 5:00 American Indian Veterans National Memorial
dedication ceremony and exhibit opening

Free guided tours with admission

Irish Cultural Center - 1106 N Central Ave

602-258-0109 www.azirish.org
10/27 10:00am-10:00pm Autumn Celebration
Classes, dances and special events

Japanese Friendship Garden 1125 N 3rd Ave

602-256-3204 www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org
10/2 Opening Day

Phoenix Art Museum - Central and McDowell
602-257-1222 www.phxart.org
Multitude of films, talks and exhibits

Phoenix Center for the Arts - 1202 N 3rd St

602-254-3100 www.phoenixcenterforthearts.org
10/4-8 Dennis Brady Workshop

Many forms of art classes for children and adults

Phoenix Metropolitan Men's Chorus
602-228-5587 www.gcpaphx.or;

12/14-16 Fire & Ice: Sing Down the Stars, John Paul Theatre

Phoenix Symphony
602-495-1999 www.phoenixsymphony.org
Fall season is full of great performances

Phoenix Theatre - 100 E McDowell
602-254-2151 www.phoenixtheatre.com
until 10/14 Spamalot

10/31-11/25 Defending the Caveman

Phoenix Trolley Museum - 25 W Culver St
www.phoenixtrolley.com

Rosie's House

602-252-8475 www.rosieshouse.org
10/13 2nd Annual Charity Poker Tournament
11/13 A Night of Mariachi

MMDNA Events

602-758-3129 www.midtownmuseumdistrict.org
10/2 6:00 Meeting/discussion at Cheuvront's
10/24 6:00 Mixer at Sochu House, 2801 N Central

Events in the Area

First Fridays and Third Fridays every month
www.artlinkphoenix.com

Hance Park north of Roosevelt between 3rd St & 3rd Ave
Enjoy 32 acres of green space and many great events

10/5-6 Phoenix Oktoberfest, Hance Park
www.phoenixoktoberfest.com

10/20 11:00am-8:00pm Grand Avenue Festival
www.grandavephoenix.com

11/3 Evans-Churchill Interesting Interiors Tour
10:00-4:00 Roosevelt & 5th Street

11/3 Roosevelt Row Pie Social & Croquet Tournament
2:00-6:00 Roosevelt & 2nd Street
WWWw.rooseveltrow.org

11/4 37th Annual 3TV Phoenix 10K & Half Marathon
Start: City Scape Plaza, north on Central, returns on Central
www.phx10k.com

11/10 10am-4pm Historic Roosevelt TourFest
3rd Ave & Portland St www.rooseveltneighborhood.org

11/10 Local First 8th Annual Certified Local Fall Festival
10am-4pm Portland Parkway between Central & 3rd Ave
www.localfirstaz.com

Nightlife/Happy Hours

Alexi's Grill - Happy Hour M-F 3-7pm - 3550 N Central Ave
602-279-0982 www.alexisgrillphx.com

Fez - Daily Happy Hour - 3815 N Central Ave
602-279-0982 www.fezoncentral.com

Cheuvront's - M-F Happy Hour - 1326 N Central Ave
602-307-0022 www.cheuvronts.com

(continued on next page)



























